
 

NANTMOR MOUNTAIN CENTRE  

60th Anniversary  
29th April 2023  

Members and friends from near and far gathered for a day 

of happy celebration at Gelli Iago. With the Centre looking 

its best and a marquee erected in the unlikely event of 

rain, a lunchtime buffet was enjoyed by all.  

Old friendships were renewed and new ones forged, 

memories recounted and future plans made.  



 

The weather defied all forecasts and miraculously the sun 

came out in time for the speeches. First NMC President Bob 

James welcomed everyone and especially the new faces, 

congratulating Nantmor for having reached such a wonderful 

age whilst still going strong, 

then spoke of his hopes and 

wishes that the Centre will 

continue to serve future 

generations for many years 

to come. 

As retiring chair, Suzy Firkin thanked all who had helped to 

prepare for the day, whether behind the scenes over 

previous weeks or lending their hard graft this weekend at 

Gelli Iago. She spoke 

briefly of options and 

current plans to enhance 

facilities at Gelli Iago, 

before introducing 

longstanding member Paul 

Howells who will be taking 

over as chairman.  



 

To celebrate Nantmor's sixty years, six native trees had 

been planted earlier in the 

day. The last, a crab apple 

grown from wild seed 

collected locally, was then 

ceremonially planted by 

our founder member  

David Dean, helped by 

Oliver the youngest there.  

Whilst at Gelli Iago with his Scout group back in the winter, 

Richard Norman had noticed the rather tired looking 

knotting board in the classroom and offered to commission a 

new one from 'Knotting Matters' of which he's an active 

member. The result, a splendid work of art depicting knots 

used in rock 

climbing, was duly 

presented. The new 

board now hangs in 

the dining room for 

all to see - and 

hopefully learn the 

knots!  

 



 

NMC affiliated member SARDA's Antony Griffiths  

presented a fascinating insight into the training of Search 

and Rescue dogs and, along with members of Aberglaslyn MR 

Team, showed some of the equipment used during rescues 

before staging an exciting demo of the search dogsõ skills. 



 

Appetites renewed, all then gathered around the two 

Anniversary cakes for their ceremonial cutting by Suzy, in 

her last official duty, and Paul in his first as new chair.  

queueing for cake  


